
been saving money for several 
months. They taught me about 
self-sacri�ce. I’ve always tried to 
help others. I’ve never turned my 
back on someone in need. If you 
think you’re not doing that good, 
you should go out and help some-
one who has it worse.” 
	 Such is the case with Henrietta 
Garvin, who has been con�ned to 
her bed since early last year. De-
spite Garvin’s condition, Newsome 
says she remains cheerful and up-
beat. “It’s so inspiring to see her,” 
Newsome says. “She never com-
plains or says ‘why me?’”  
	 Garvin, a 65-year-old resident 
of Meldrim, lost her husband four 
years ago and remains in bed, un-
able to walk and take care of her 
yard. Thanks to the efforts of New-
some and his crew, however, she 
has one of the “prettiest yards” in 
the neighborhood.
	 Garvin refers to Newsome as 
the “best person” she’s had in her 
life, adding that if she had a son, 
she would want him to be just like 
him. “I love that boy to death,” 
Garvin says. “He and his workers 
come here and rake the yard, trim 
bushes, whatever, and don’t charge 

a thing. He comes to see me, talk to 
me. That means the world to me. A 
lot of us seniors need help. With-
out him, we’d have nothing.”
	 Fellow Meldrim resident 
George Asbell is 81 years old and 
says he’s surprised he’s still alive. 
His wife Helen is 83. Not only does 
Newsome cut their grass, rake 
leaves and even pressure wash their 

house, but he also brought them 
two church barbecue dinners, all at 
no cost. “Stephen’s one of the �n-
est people I know,” Asbell says. “I 
don’t have to say a word. He just 
shows up with a bunch of people 
in the yard. He’s a godsend to ev-
erybody and de�nitely restores my 
faith in mankind.”
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“A lie can travel half way 
around the world while the 
truth is putting on its shoes.”

-Mark Twain 
(1835 - 1910) 

US novelist, journalist, 
river pilot 

LAND FOR SALE
Springfield area...   5 acre lots for 
sale, Starting at $49,000. Wooded, 
high, and dry! Good piece of land! 
Call 663-8588.   
————————————————
South Effingham...  15 acres just off 
Hwy 30. $150,000. Call 663-8588.   
————————————————
Country Acreage...  10 acres on Hwy 
196 in Ludowici! Great location and 
lots of potential!   $106,000. www.
stephennewsome.com Call Stephen 
Newsome 661-2248/Drake Barber 
Realty 756-8866.  tfnSH
————————————————
5 acres of unrestricted  land in 
Bulloch County, Close to Canoochee 
River. Bring your manufactured home 
or build your dream home. Seller is 
Licensed Real Estate Agent in  the 
state of Georgia. Call Sonja Ander-
son, (912) 663-5847.   tfnCS
————————————————
Wooded Lot  in South Effingham, 1 
acre. $40,000. Can work on terms. 
Call 429-8351.    tfn091509

See All Of Our Classifieds Starting on Page B-8

By Stephen Prudhomme

	 Stephen Newsome was raised 
by his grandparents, and he recalls 
his grandmother telling his grand-
father they couldn’t afford a cer-
tain item because they were saving 
money to buy Newsome a new pair 
of shoes for school.
	 Years later, the shoe is on the 
other foot, in a manner of speak-
ing, as Newsome is helping seniors 
in his community and walking the 
same path set down by his grand-
parents.
	 Newsome is a lifelong resident 
of Meldrim, located in south Eff-
ingham County between Faulkville 
and Eden. He works as a Realtor 
and serves as president of the Mel-
drim Civic Club. 
	 Newsome says he’s helped se-
niors for years. When the demand 
exceeded his resources, he started 
an extension of the civic club that 
helps seniors in Meldrim and the 
surrounding area. Even with the 
help of neighbors and friends, 
Newsome couldn’t meet all the re-
quests for assistance from seniors 
and sought outside help.
	 Contacting the probation of-
�ce in Ef�ngham County, New-
some explained his need and asked 
if he could receive assistance from 
individuals assigned community 
service work. His request was ap-
proved, as were subsequent re-
quests to probation of�ces in Cha-
tham, Bryan and Bulloch counties. 
Newsome supervised a workforce, 
averaging �ve to eight people, per-
forming a number of tasks for se-
niors, usually on Sundays.
	 “We do yard work, painting, 
work on wheelchair ramps…” 
Newsome says. “There are a bunch 
of seniors who are alone or termi-
nally ill who can’t or shouldn’t have 
to do this type of work. They can’t 
afford to hire anyone. If we can do 
it, we’ll do our best to get it done.”
	 Newsome, who went to live 
with his grandparents when he was 
6 months old, says he saw how dif-
�cult life could be for seniors and 
the sacri�ces they made, including 
saving money for his shoes, and 
yet they still found the time to help 
others. Newsome is following his 
grandparents’ example.
	 “I never forgot how my grand-
mother said to my grandfather, 
‘Gordon, you can’t buy that be-
cause we’re saving money to buy 
Stephen a new pair of shoes for 
school,’” says Newsome, who was 
8 years old at the time. “They’d 

FILLING HIS GRANDPARENTS’ SHOES
Meldrim Resident Inspired by Seniors to Help Seniors

Washington, DC... April 26, 2009... 
President Barack Obama and the 
Democrat controlled Congress are 
considering sweeping legislation 
�–�Š�ƒ�–�� �™�‹�Ž�Ž�� �’�”�‘�˜�‹�†�‡�� �•�‡�™���„�‡�•�‡�¤�–�•�� �ˆ�‘�”��
many Americans.  The Americans 
With No Abilities Act (AWNAA) is 
being hailed as a major legislative 
�‰�‘�ƒ�Ž�� �„�›�� �ƒ�†�˜�‘�…�ƒ�–�‡�•�� �‘�ˆ�� �–�Š�‡�� �•�‹�Ž�Ž�‹�‘�•�•��
�‘�ˆ�� ���•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�•�� �™�Š�‘�� �Ž�ƒ�…�•�� �ƒ�•�›�� �”�‡�ƒ�Ž��
skills or ambition.
	 �ò���‘�—�‰�Š�Ž�›���Y�T���’�‡�”�…�‡�•�–���‘�ˆ�����•�‡�”�‹-
cans do not possess the compe-
tence and drive necessary to carve 
�‘�—�–�� �ƒ�� �•�‡�ƒ�•�‹�•�‰�ˆ�—�Ž�� �”�‘�Ž�‡�� �ˆ�‘�”�� �–�Š�‡�•-
�•�‡�Ž�˜�‡�•�� �‹�•�� �•�‘�…�‹�‡�–�›�á�ó�� �•�ƒ�‹�†�� ���ƒ�Ž�‹�ˆ�‘�”�•�‹�ƒ��
Senator Barbara Boxer - Demo-
crat. “We can no longer stand by 
�ƒ�•�†���ƒ�Ž�Ž�‘�™�����‡�‘�’�Ž�‡���‘�ˆ�����•�ƒ�„�‹�Ž�‹�–�›��������������
to be ridiculed and passed over. 
With this legislation, employers 
will no longer be able to grant 
�•�’�‡�…�‹�ƒ�Ž�� �ˆ�ƒ�˜�‘�”�•�� �–�‘�� �ƒ�� �•�•�ƒ�Ž�Ž�� �‰�”�‘�—�’��
�‘�ˆ�� �™�‘�”�•�‡�”�•�á�� �•�‹�•�’�Ž�›�� �„�‡�…�ƒ�—�•�‡�� �–�Š�‡�›��
�™�‘�”�•�� �Š�ƒ�”�†���ƒ�•�†���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���•�‘�•�‡���‹�†�‡�ƒ���‘�ˆ��
what they are doing.”
	 ���•�� �ƒ�� ���ƒ�’�‹�–�‘�Ž�� ���‹�Ž�Ž�� �’�”�‡�•�•�� �…�‘�•�ˆ�‡�”-
�‡�•�…�‡�á�����‘�—�•�‡�����ƒ�Œ�‘�”�‹�–�›�����‡�ƒ�†�‡�”�����ƒ�•-
cy Pelosi, Democrat, and Senate 
���ƒ�Œ�‘�”�‹�–�›�����‡�ƒ�†�‡�”�����ƒ�”�”�›�����‡�‹�†�á�����‡�•�‘-
�…�”�ƒ�–���æ���’�‘�‹�•�–�‡�†���–�‘���–�Š�‡���•�—�…�…�‡�•�•���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡��

���‡�’�ƒ�”�–�•�‡�•�–�� �‘�ˆ�� ���‘�–�‘�”�� ���‡�Š�‹�…�Ž�‡�•�� �ƒ�–��
the state government level, point-
ing out that they have an excellent 
�”�‡�…�‘�”�†�� �‘�ˆ�� �Š�‹�”�‹�•�‰�� ���‡�”�•�‘�•�•�� �‘�ˆ�� ���•�ƒ�„�‹�Ž-
�‹�–�›�����Z�W�¨���ä�����ƒ�„�‘�”���—�•�‹�‘�•�•���ƒ�”�‡���ƒ�•�‘�–�Š�‡�”��
�‰�”�‡�ƒ�–�� �‡�š�ƒ�•�’�Ž�‡�� �‘�ˆ�� �‰�‡�–�–�‹�•�‰�� ���‡�”�•�‘�•�•��
�‘�ˆ�����•�ƒ�„�‹�Ž�‹�–�›���‹�•�–�‘���–�Š�‡���™�‘�”�•���ˆ�‘�”�…�‡�ä
	 Under AWNAA, more than 25 
million mid-level positions will be 
created, with important-sounding 
titles but little real responsibility, 
�–�Š�—�•���’�”�‘�˜�‹�†�‹�•�‰���ƒ�•���‹�Ž�Ž�—�•�‘�”�›���•�‡�•�•�‡���‘�ˆ��
�’�—�”�’�‘�•�‡���ƒ�•�†���’�‡�”�ˆ�‘�”�•�ƒ�•�…�‡���ƒ�•�†���‹�•-
�’�”�‘�˜�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡�‹�”�� �•�‡�Ž�ˆ�æ�‡�•�–�‡�‡�•�ä�� ���ƒ�•�†�ƒ-
�–�‘�”�›�� �•�‘�•�æ�’�‡�”�ˆ�‘�”�•�ƒ�•�…�‡�æ�„�ƒ�•�‡�†�� �”�ƒ�‹�•-
es, promotions and awards will be 
given so as to guarantee upward 
�•�‘�„�‹�Ž�‹�–�›�� �ƒ�•�†�� �”�‡�…�‘�‰�•�‹�–�‹�‘�•�� �ˆ�‘�”�� �‡�˜�‡�•��
the most unremarkable employ-
ees. The legislation provides sub-
stantial tax breaks to corporations 
�–�Š�ƒ�–���’�”�‘�•�‘�–�‡���ƒ���•�‹�‰�•�‹�¤�…�ƒ�•�–���•�—�•�„�‡�”��
�‘�ˆ�����‡�”�•�‘�•�•���‘�ˆ�����•�ƒ�„�‹�Ž�‹�–�›���‹�•�–�‘���•�‹�†�†�Ž�‡�æ
management positions, and gives 
a tax credit to small and medium-
sized businesses that agree to hire 
�‘�•�‡���…�Ž�—�‡�Ž�‡�•�•���™�‘�”�•�‡�”���ˆ�‘�”���‡�˜�‡�”�›���–�™�‘��
talented hires.
	 Finally, the AWNAA contains 
tough new measures to make 
�‹�–�� �•�‘�”�‡�� �†�‹�¥�…�—�Ž�–�� �–�‘�� �†�‹�•�…�”�‹�•�‹�•�ƒ�–�‡��

�ƒ�‰�ƒ�‹�•�•�–���–�Š�‡���•�‘�•�æ�ƒ�„�Ž�‡�†�á���„�ƒ�•�•�‹�•�‰�á���ˆ�‘�”��
example, discriminatory interview 
questions such as, “Do you have 
any skills or experience that relate 
to this job?” “As a Non-abled per-
�•�‘�•�á�������…�ƒ�•�ï�–���„�‡���‡�š�’�‡�…�–�‡�†���–�‘���•�‡�‡�’���—�’��
with people who have something 
�‰�‘�‹�•�‰�� �ˆ�‘�”�� �–�Š�‡�•�á�ó�� �•�ƒ�‹�†�� ���ƒ�”�›�� ���‘�—��
Gertz, who lost her position as a 
�Ž�—�‰�æ�•�—�–�� �–�™�‹�•�–�‡�”�� �ƒ�–�� �–�Š�‡�� �
���� �’�Ž�ƒ�•�–�� �‹�•��
�	�Ž�‹�•�–�á�� ���‹�…�Š�‹�‰�ƒ�•�á�� �†�—�‡�� �–�‘�� �Š�‡�”�� �‹�•�ƒ�„�‹�Ž-
ity to remember rightey-tightey, 
�Ž�‡�ˆ�–�›�æ�Ž�‘�‘�•�‡�›�ä�����ò���Š�‹�•���•�‡�™���Ž�ƒ�™���•�Š�‘�—�Ž�†��
�„�‡�� �”�‡�ƒ�Ž�� �‰�‘�‘�†�� �ˆ�‘�”�� �’�‡�‘�’�Ž�‡�� �Ž�‹�•�‡�� �•�‡�á�ó��
�
�‡�”�–�œ�� �ƒ�†�†�‡�†�ä�� ���‹�–�Š�� �–�Š�‡�� �’�ƒ�•�•�ƒ�‰�‡�� �‘�ˆ��
�–�Š�‹�•���„�‹�Ž�Ž�á���
�‡�”�–�œ���ƒ�•�†���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‹�‘�•�•���‘�ˆ���‘�–�Š�‡�”��
�—�•�–�ƒ�Ž�‡�•�–�‡�†���…�‹�–�‹�œ�‡�•�•���™�‹�Ž�Ž���¤�•�ƒ�Ž�Ž�›���•�‡�‡���ƒ��
�Ž�‹�‰�Š�–���ƒ�–���–�Š�‡���‡�•�†���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���–�—�•�•�‡�Ž�ä
	 Said Senator Dick Durbin 
�����‡�•�‘�…�”�ƒ�–�æ�������á�� �ò���•�� �‘�•�‡�� �‘�ˆ�� �•�ƒ�•�›��
�•�‡�•�ƒ�–�‘�”�•���™�‹�–�Š���•�‘���ƒ�„�‹�Ž�‹�–�‹�‡�•�á�������„�‡�Ž�‹�‡�˜�‡��
the same privileges that many 
�‡�Ž�‡�…�–�‡�†���‘�¥�…�‹�ƒ�Ž�•���‡�•�Œ�‘�›���‘�—�‰�Š�–���–�‘���„�‡��
extended to every American with 
�•�‘�� �ƒ�„�‹�Ž�‹�–�‹�‡�•�ä�� �� ���–�� �‹�•�� �‘�—�”�� �†�—�–�›�� �ƒ�•�� �Ž�ƒ�™-
makers to provide each and every 
���•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•���…�‹�–�‹�œ�‡�•�á���”�‡�‰�ƒ�”�†�Ž�‡�•�•���‘�ˆ���Š�‹�•��
or her inadequacy, with some sort 
�‘�ˆ�� �•�’�ƒ�…�‡�� �–�‘�� �–�ƒ�•�‡�� �—�’�� �‹�•�� �–�Š�‹�•�� �‰�”�‡�ƒ�–��
�•�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���ƒ�•�†���ƒ���‰�‘�‘�†���•�ƒ�Ž�ƒ�”�›���ˆ�‘�”���†�‘�‹�•�‰��
so.”

The Americans With No Abilities Act (AWNAA)Garden City
���� ���”�‘�—�•�†�� �k�ã�k�h�ƒ�•�á�� ���ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�‡�”�•�� �™�‡�”�‡��
�’�ƒ�”�•�‡�†���‘�•���–�Š�‡���•�‹�†�‡���‘�ˆ�����™�›���p�h���•�‡�ƒ�”��
�–�Š�‡���˜�‹�ƒ�†�—�…�–���•�‘�•�‹�–�‘�”�‹�•�‰���–�”�ƒ�ˆ�ˆ�‹�…���ƒ�•�†��
checking speeds with radar. Sud-
�†�‡�•�Ž�›�á�� �‘�•�‡�� ���ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�‡�”�� �Š�‡�ƒ�”�†�� �˜�‘�‹�…�‡�•��
�„�‡�Š�‹�•�†�� �Š�‹�•�ä�� ���‡�� �Ž�‘�‘�•�‡�†�� �ƒ�•�†�� �•�ƒ�™��
�–�™�‘�� �•�‡�•�� �™�ƒ�Ž�•�‹�•�‰�� �ˆ�”�‘�•�� �–�Š�‡�� �•�–�‹�Ž�Ž�æ
being-developed new commercial 
area that also borders Chatham 
Parkway. Two men were walk-
ing up and said they were trying 
to walk home, adding that there 
car had gotten stuck on the curb 
�‹�•���–�Š�‡���•�‡�™���†�‡�˜�‡�Ž�‘�’�•�‡�•�–�ä�����Š�‡�����ˆ-
�ˆ�‹�…�‡�”���™�ƒ�•���ƒ�„�Ž�‡���–�‘���•�Š�‹�•�‡���Š�‹�•���Ž�‹�‰�Š�–���‘�•��
�–�Š�‡�‹�”�� �…�ƒ�”�ä�� ���‡�� �ƒ�•�•�‡�†�� �™�Š�‡�”�‡�� �–�Š�‡�›�ï�†��
�„�‡�‡�•�á�� �ƒ�•�†�� �–�Š�‡�� �•�‡�•�� �•�ƒ�‹�†�� �–�Š�‡�›�ï�†��
�„�‡�‡�•�� �ƒ�–�� �ƒ�� �™�‡�†�†�‹�•�‰�� �–�Š�ƒ�–�� �ƒ�ˆ�–�‡�”-
�•�‘�‘�•�á���ƒ�•�†���Š�ƒ�†���ˆ�‘�Ž�Ž�‘�™�‡�†���–�Š�‡�‹�”���
������
to the curb in the new construc-
tion area. The man who had been 
�†�”�‹�˜�‹�•�‰���™�ƒ�•���ƒ�”�”�‡�•�–�‡�†���ˆ�‘�”���������ä�����Š�‡��
passenger was allowed to call 
someone to come pick him up.
���� ���•�� ���ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�‡�”�� �™�ƒ�•�� �’�ƒ�”�•�‡�†�� �•�‡�ƒ�”�„�›��
when he spotted a blue Nissan 
���ƒ�š�‹�•�ƒ�� �”�—�•�� �–�Š�‡�� �•�–�‘�’�� �•�‹�‰�•�� �‘�•�� �k�”�†��
���–�”�‡�‡�–�� �ƒ�–�� ���‹�•�—�•�� ���˜�‡�ä�� ���‡�� �•�ƒ�†�‡�� �ƒ��
�–�”�ƒ�ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�� �•�–�‘�’�á�� �ƒ�•�†�� �–�Š�‡�� �†�”�‹�˜�‡�”�� �™�ƒ�•��
�•�‘�‘�•���‘�•���Š�‹�•���™�ƒ�›���–�‘���Œ�ƒ�‹�Ž���ˆ�‘�”���†�”�‹�˜�‹�•�‰��

___________________________________
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Local Police Reports sponsored by:

Home of the 
2-Way 

Communicator
Call Steve McElveen 

at 665-1354
www.safetouch.com
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$2
Margaritas

(12 oz.)

$1.50
Drafts

(12 oz.)

$2
American & Mexican 

Bottled Beer

�������������������‡�����������&�D�Q�D�O���6�W�U�H�H�W�����2�I�I���3�R�R�O�H�U���3�N�Z�\��

�0�R�Q���7�K�X�U���������D�P�������S�P���‡���)�U�L���	���6�D�W���������D�P�������S�P���‡���&�O�R�V�H�G���6�X�Q�G�D�\�V
�$�/�/���0�$�-�2�5���&�5�(�'�,�7���&�$�5�'�6���$�&�&�(�3�7�(�'

Stephen Newsome with Granny


